Maine Speaks
Guidelines
Maine Speaks supports individuals and organizations all over Maine who want to bring people in
their community together to learn from and talk with a gifted speaker and discussion leader who
will share their expertise and lived experience in engaging ways.
Maine Speaks event leaders draw on expertise and experience gathered through their work and
lives to bring an idea, experience, or topic to life for the audience. Events may be structured in a
variety of ways – as a talk, a workshop, a performance – but they all include both an opportunity for
the audience to take in what the event leader has to share, and also to engage in discussion with
them and with other audience members.
Our dream is that everyone in Maine feel able to share with others those things that are most
meaningful to them, things that are often hard won and of irreplaceable value – and that everyone
in Maine might have the chance to listen to and learn from those people who are ready to share
their gifts. In an effort to get closer to making this dream a reality, we are especially keen to support
events proposed by people and organizations serving those who are most deeply isolated from each
other and the wider community, and those whose work has public impact.

Program
•
•
•

Convene your community to learn from and talk with a gifted speaker and discussion leader
who will share their expertise and lived experience in engaging ways.
Work with MHC staff and your event leader to host an event that meets your community’s
needs.
Create an event with one Maine Speaks event leader, or create a panel or series.

Priorities
•
•
•

People and organizations serving those who are most deeply isolated from each other and
the wider community.
People and organizations whose work has public impact.
Organizations serving and led by members of communities traditionally under-resourced in
the humanities are encouraged to apply:
o These groups include people of color, people who identify as LGBTQ+, people who
live in rural areas, people with disabilities, people who identify as immigrants or
refugees, and people whose fist (or only) language is not English. (Please note this is
not an exhaustive list.)

Eligibility
•

Individuals and organizations in Maine who want to convene members of their community
to learn from and engage with a gifted speaker and event leader willing to share their
expertise and lived experience in inspiring ways.

Application Review
•
•
•

Applications open: July 26, 2021
Applications close: August 27, 2021
Applications will be reviewed by a panel of MHC staff.

To Apply
•

Apply online: https://mainehumanities.org/program/maine-speaks
o You will apply through a simple application that will take about 30 minutes to
complete.

Questions?
•

Please don’t hesitate to contact us with any questions at all! Email
nicole@mainehumanities.org with questions or to set up a time to talk.

